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Rivista di Patologia Nervosa e Mentale. 

(Vol. vi, fasc. iii, Nov., 1901.) 

1. The Telencephalon of the Scylii. E. Crisa Fulli. 

'C. Mental and Nervous Changes from Hepatic Intoxication. G. 

Cato la. 

3. New Toxic and Therapeutic Properties of the Blood Serum of 

Epileptics, and their Practical Application. C. Ceni. 

1. The Telencephalon of the Dog Fish. —In a lengthy and scholarly 
paper, the author gives the results of his investigations as to the an- 
anatomo-functional value of the forebrain of the Scyllium. 

2. Changes from Hepatic Intoxication. —Prior to i860 pathologists 
had not considered hepatic disturbances as an etiological factor in 
the production of diseases of the central nervous system. About 
that time, Brown-Sequard, Teissier and others advanced the theory 
that certain nervous diseases might depend directly upon toxic sub¬ 
stances retained in the blood, as in diseases of the liver. Up to this 
time the hypothesis has rested solely upon clinical observation. The 
author, however, reports a case exhibiting symptoms of ataxia, with 
intermittent periods of mental excitation and delirium alternating, at 
times, with somnolence or coma, in which autopsy showed cirrhosis 
of the liver with fatty degeneration of its cells. Under the micro¬ 
scope, multiple lesions of the nervous system were observed, notably 
an interruption in the continuity of the parenchyma of the cerebral 
cortex. To this condition, embracing distention of the perivascular 
and pericullular sheaths, congestion of the blood vessels, lesions of 
the vessel walls, etc., Levi has given the name of histological cere¬ 
bral edema. The author further observed fragmentation and diffu¬ 
sion of the chromatic cellular substance and degeneration of the py¬ 
ramidal fibers; lesions which may undoubtedly be attributed to a toxic 
agent; the whole symptom-complex suggesting auto-intoxication. 
The variation and intermission in the psychical manifestations are 
thought to depend upon increase or diminution in the quantity of the 
toxic substances circulating in the blood. 

3. Toxic and Therapeutic Properties of the Blood Serum of Epileptics. 
—Acting upon the theory that epilepsy is due to toxines circulating 
in the system, C. Ceni has sought to produce immunity by artificial¬ 
ly increasing the toxine elaborated in the organism, with progressive 
injections of serum from epileptic blood. For this purpose he used 
two methods: (1) injection in an epileptic of repeated and progres¬ 
sive doses of the blood serum of another epileptic; (2) reinjection in 
an epileptic of blood serum previously extracted from his own or¬ 
ganism; this also in repeated and increasing doses. When this lat¬ 
ter method was used, it was considered advantageous to allow sever¬ 
al days to elapse between the extraction of the blood and its injec¬ 
tion, in order that the normal equilibrium of the circulation might 
be re-established, thus producing by each method an actual increase 
in the toxine. The results in ten cases which were under observa¬ 
tion for nearly two years, are given. Good results were obtained in 
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eight cases, of which five were treated by the first method, three by 
the second. Both methods were alike advantageous. The most no¬ 
ticeable effect in these cases was a marked improvement in the gen¬ 
eral nutrition with decrease or final subsidence of motor as well as 
psychic and psycho-sensorial manifestations. In three of these pa¬ 
tients, epileptic seizures returned, after six to seven months’ suspen¬ 
sion of injections, but never with the previous severity. The two un¬ 
successful cases were subjects of congenito-hereditary epilepsy; and 
these not only showed no signs of improvement, but exhibited a 
slow and progressive increase of, the epileptic symptoms, with evi¬ 
dence of a grave general intoxication, which condition ceased only 
with suspension of the injections. In explanation of the contradic¬ 
tory results in the last two cases, the author advances the tentative 
theory that the cellular elements concerned in epileptic manifesta¬ 
tions may react to the stimulus of the injections either physiological¬ 
ly or pathologically, the latter action depending upon some unknown 
condition of the organism. Fielding. 
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1. Presidential Address delivered at the Sixtieth Annual Meeting 
of the Medico-Psychological Association. By Oscar Woods. 

2. The Working of the Inebriates Act. By John Carswell. 

3. Phthisis and Insanity in Ireland. By Thomas Drapes. 

4. The Evolution of the Color Sense. By F. W. E. Green. 

5. The Superannuation Question: its Effect on Asylum Officials, 
with Suggestions for Further Legislation on the Matter. By 
Edward O’Neill. 

6. Recent Lunacy Legislation: Retrogression or Progress? By 
William Graham. 

7. On the Favorable Results of Transference of Insane Patients 
from One Asylum to Another. By A. R. Urquiiart. 

8. Suprarenal Extract in the Treatment of Mental Disease. By W. 
R. Dawson. 

9. The Care of the Insane in Asylums during the Night. By John 
Keay. 

10. Physical and Moral Insensibility in the Criminal. By W. Norwood 
East. 

1. Presidential Address. —Takes up the subject of general statis¬ 
tics. The transmission of insanity by inheritance; value of early 
treatment; difficulties of dealing with premonitory symptoms. He 
spoke of phthisis infection and the extension of pathological work. 

2. The Working of the Inebriates Act. —The author shows that as 
far as the inebriates act is concerned for Scotland that it has ac¬ 
complished but little service. 

3. Phthisis and Insanity. —The author here attempts to advance 
the question whether there is any special connection between insan¬ 
ity and phthisis and comes to the conclusion that as far as the rela¬ 
tive mortality from phthisis among young adults is concerned similar 
figures are to be found outside of asylums as well as inside. As far as 
elderly patients in asylums are concerned, the results of his inquiry 
would seem to show that such are more liable to die from phthisis 
than the population at large. This high relative mortality from 



